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DIRECTOR’S LETTER

Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the UN-Habitat committee at PACMUN 2022! My name is Adhip

Ghosh and I have the honor of being your director for UN-Habitat this year. I am a

sophomore at Tesla STEM High School and have been doing MUN since 6th grade! I

am elated to serve as your Director for this stimulating committee alongside your

Chair, Amish Patra, a junior at Lake Washington High School, and your Assistant

Director, Melisa Shafiee, a senior at Bellevue High School. We are all thrilled to make

UN-Habitat an exciting and memorable committee for you at this year’s iteration of

PACMUN.

With the growing population of the world, it is more important now than ever

to implement proper policies and infrastructure to ensure that citizens living in

urban areas are protected in the coming years. By 2050, the urban population will

nearly double its current size, with 7 out of every 10 people living in urban

settlements. So far UN-Habitat has been more than successful in completing its

goals and is bettering the lives of more people through its initiatives and

implementation of the New Urban Agenda, a set of goals to address the challenges

of urbanization.

As the population grows in urban areas, so do crime rates. Studies show that

60% of urban residents, specifically in developing countries, have been a victim of

crime in the past five years. UN-Habitat puts a spotlight on ensuring safety for all

urban residents. With programs such as the Safer Cities global initiatives, UN-Habitat

is working on lessening crime in cities. The victims of crime tend to be marginalized

groups, which is why it is important solutions be implemented to halt crime, such as

promoting equity in urban cities.

Urban areas are known to be areas of economic growth. With a large number

of people living in these cities, depending on the economy of the area, it is important

to ensure that economic disasters are prevented and urban infrastructure is

protected. Whether it be a natural disaster or an epidemic that sweeps a city, the

strain on resources is immense, and going forward it is pertinent that these

problems are addressed.
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Both ensuring public safety and providing access to equitable housing require

very methodical approaches to come to a proper solution, and I am excited to see

the new and multi-faceted approaches delegates come up with for these two topics.

I hope that UN-Habitat will be a stimulating and enjoyable committee for all and I

look forward to meeting you all during the debate on November 19-20th at the

Sheraton Grand Seattle. Keep in mind that additional research other than this

background guide is needed to succeed in debate at PACMUN, in order for each

delegate to bring forth their nation’s values and ideals to the table. Representing

your nation successfully is the epitome of MUN and research will help you prepare for

that. If you have any further questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to reach

out to us through our committee email, unhabitat@pacificmun.com. Position papers

are due at the deadline specified on the website in order to be eligible for awards.

The dais of UN-Habitat is more than elated to see the different views delegates will

bring to the table this year at PACMUN 2022!

Best,

Adhip Ghosh

Director | UN-Habitat

Pacific Model United Nations 2022
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COMMITTEE OVERVIEW

Working in over 90 countries, the United Nations Human Settlements

Programme, better known as UN-Habitat, is mandated to promote sustainable

towns and cities. With a proactive mission to positively transform urban areas toward

reducing inequalities, discrimination, and poverty, UN-Habitat continuously adapts

its goals to better fit the changing world of urbanization. UN-Habitat is focused on

achieving Sustainable Development Goal 11: “Make cities and human settlements

inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable”.

The current UN-Habitat stems from past commissions such as the United

Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation (UNHHSF) and the United

Nations Commission on Human Settlements. When UNHHSF was created, the

impacts of urbanization were less important for the UN as two-thirds of the human

population still resided in rural areas. Soon after, the first conference to discuss the

challenges of urbanization was held in 1976 in Vancouver, Canada. The conference,

called Habitat I, resulted in the predecessor of UN-Habitat. Nearly two decades later

Habitat II was held in Istanbul, Turkey. During Habitat II, 171 countries adopted the

Habitat Agenda, which contained over 100 commitments and 600

recommendations. After the adoption of the Habitat Agenda, in the early 21st

century, the precursor of UN-Habitat went through major developments and

became the full-fledged UN-Habitat.

More recently, in December of 2018, it was decided that the existing governing

council of UN-Habitat would be replaced with the United Nations Habitat Assembly,

consisting of the 193 member states of the United Nations. The assembly will

convene every 4 years in Nairobi, Kenya, starting May of 2019, as per resolution

A/RES/73/239. In the resolution, it expresses that member states will be

recommended to implement the New Urban Agenda which seeks to better urban

rules, regulations, planning, and design, as well as address challenges through

national and local policy frameworks.

Today UN-Habitat is focused on enhancing shared prosperity for cities and

regions, reducing spatial inequalities and poverty in communities across the

urban-rural continuum, strengthening climate action and improving urban

environments, and the effective prevention of urban crises. As UN-Habitat continues
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to make meaningful changes, more and more people’s lives are being bettered as

the world prepares for higher populations and urbanization rates.

TOPIC A

Reducing Crime Through Urban Design

TOPIC INTRODUCTION

The world is becoming more modernized by the day, with the World Bank

predicting that the world’s urban population will increase 1.5 times to 6 billion by

2045. Many are attracted to urban areas for their economic modernity, opportunities

for social mobility, and cultural diversity. Despite these enticing factors, urban areas

suffer from substantially higher crime rates compared to other regions. Violence and

property crime rates in larger cities are three to four times higher than the rates in

rural communities. Due to crime’s intersection with greater socio-economic issues,

criminal activity must be controlled to ensure sustainable urbanization.

The high crime rates in urban areas are attributed to their greater population

density. More people per geographic unit results in smaller crimes going unnoticed.

With a lack of law enforcement and proper rules to inhibit crimes, such small crimes

occur more frequently. To mitigate such issues and to improve public safety, many

governments have turned to change urban design and urban planning. By

definition, urban design involves changing the social design, physical infrastructure,

and policies of an urban region. Similarly, urban planning is the use of urban design

to improve the well-being of a population.

City governments around the world have changed the design and structure of

cities to disfavor criminal activity; they have done so by increasing the number of

public spaces, having elements of mixed residential planning, and maintaining the

cleanliness of streets. This goes alongside the UN’s Crime Prevention through

Environmental Design tool, which seeks to strengthen preventative urban planning

with measures that reduce victimization, discourage criminal activity, and promote a

stronger sense of community.
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Though urban design and urban planning have served as viable solutions to

reducing urban crime, it is selective with their beneficiaries. Traditional methods of

urban planning favor more developed countries rather than less developed ones. It is

more difficult for weaker governments to successfully carry out an urban design

plan, which leads to more issues than there were to start with. Urban planning also

tends to be non-inclusive, leading to some urban regions experiencing greater

benefits, while smaller regions or sprawls continue to suffer. In addition, urban

planning can be expensive, as it usually elicits changes in infrastructure and

transportation. Urban regions that lack strong governance structures and cannot

afford such changes are less likely to properly reduce crime through urban planning.

Finally, the term “crime” is interpreted differently in regions around the world, which

increases disparities in urban design on global levels and reduces cohesion in urban

planning.

Urban crime impacts all countries to some extent, making it a pressing global

matter. While all countries want to reduce urban crime rates for the good of society,

some countries may encounter more difficulties in doing so. Nations that are a part

of UN-Habitat must develop inclusive and affordable methods of urban planning

that can be utilized by all types of municipal governments. These methods must

ensure those city governments in the developing world have enough support to

carry out urban designs, while also being realistic to each country’s practices.

HISTORY

As humans have moved into cities over the past century, the rate of crime in

these cities has gone up accordingly. Once agriculture emerged, cities grew as a way

to consolidate their citizens’ holdings. The original design of cities reflected their

needs for not only protect their agriculture, but their people from outside threats,

with walls, moats, and armies. However, today the walls have crumbled, changing

the makeup of cities and the crimes they suffer from.

Unsurprisingly, city folk suffers from greater crime rates than their rural

counterparts. More people in a smaller space leads to more opportunities for crime.

Though the statistics are part of the equation, cities themselves have certain
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characteristics that make them especially prone to criminal activity. First, there is

opportunity. Cities provide a myriad of places such as stores, bridges, and alleys for

crimes to occur and go unnoticed. Though cities have a large number of people, the

design of infrastructure can often result in criminals blending into the crowd to

commit devious acts. The oft-congested and frantic nature of cities can lead to

greater crime as well, such as when rioters smash shop windows in a fervent protest.

Finally, cities foster higher socioeconomic inequality compared to smaller towns.

While a village is generally composed of people from mostly the same class, a city

has a wide range of economic diversity. A single city can have affluent districts

bordering slums, juxtaposing the inequalities of each region. Not only does lacking

infrastructure result in poor crime management, but stark and conspicuous

inequality breeds mistrust and crime, while also providing incredibly valuable targets

(houses, cars, etc.) for such criminals to target.

The identification of these factors, not coincidentally, was heavily influenced by

thinkers in the Chicago School in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The Chicago

School was the name given to University of Chicago sociologists and their ideas as

they explored the stability of their home city following an influx of people. The

scholars wanted to identify how the sudden population increase would affect the

city, from housing to crime. Most of these luminaries found that class, among the

other aforementioned factors, was a key driver of criminal activity, especially in

growing cities.

However, it wasn’t until the latter half of the 20th century that a proper

framework emerged to deal with crime in cities. It was first documented by architect

Oscar Newman in his book Defensible Space in 1972. He laid out the foundations of

CPTED, or Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design. CPTED aims to tackle

crime through tactical built environments. It takes into account three main

categories: physical security (like fences), technical security (CCTV, alarms, etc.), and

operational security (regulations). By addressing components of these security

measures, the architect can design a safer city environment. Furthermore, using

these categories, CPTED divides its measures into 5 sections: physical security,

surveillance, movement control, maintenance, and defensible space. By integrating

these measures, the architect can effectively stymie crime in the space.
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Though there is a clear framework for builders to follow, other problems

prevent the effective use of these methods. It is difficult for developing nations to

implement these changes due to cost. Established cities can have trouble destroying

existing structures and building improved ones when there are other problems they

must deal with. In the end, though there is a clear framework for success, there are

factors that prove to be obstacles to ensuring the proper and effective

implementation of these methods.

CURRENT SITUATION

The UN actively works towards finding a solution to urban crime,

concentrating efforts on municipal government to deliver sustainable urban designs

that combat crime. The United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) provides

advisory services and strategic plans for member states, many of which overlap with

those in UN-Habitat, to prevent specific urban crimes.UNODC also helps develop

local initiatives to promote public safety in cities and create numerous crime

development projects. Many of these projects involve encouraging city planning and

creating safe urban designs.

Together, UN-Habitat and UNODC cooperate by increasing the frequency of

local safety audits and promoting community safety in Colombia, South Africa, and

Mexico. These efforts align with UN Sustainable Development Goal 11, which focuses

on making “Cities Inclusive, Safe, Reliable, and Sustainable.” Though their work helps

identify specific urban areas in need of support and strengthens municipal

governments that are taking action, many cities are still suffering from high urban

crime rates.

In addition, the UN seeks to reduce violent crime rates as stated in Sustainable

Development Goal 16.1. City leadership is crucial to achieving this goal, as violent

crime is concentrated in smaller, denser urban areas. In Latin America, 80 percent of

homicides concentrate around only 2 percent of street addresses.
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Though urban crime rates did drop by 37% due to the pandemic, they are

currently rising all around the world to pre-pandemic levels. The economic effects of

the pandemic have also resulted in increased property crime. UNODC predicts that

this increase in property crime is likely to have long-lasting effects, which further

fuels the need for preventative solutions.

Violent crime rates occur beyond conflict areas, which is why all forms of

municipal governments must take action. These crime rates prevent sustainable

urban development, which further contributes to ever-increasing urban sprawling.

Urban sprawls are especially crime-prone regions due to their density. These factors

make it a necessity for UN-Habitat member states to create local changes allowing

countries to develop sustainable cities that promote peace and combat violence.

PAST ACTION

UN-Habitat has been actively tackling crime in urban areas through many

programs, including the Safer Cities Programme. With 23 years of experience, the

program has narrowed its approach to three main pillars. The first focuses on making

reforms to local governments and ensuring safety for minorities that are prone to

crime. The second focuses on the security of tenure and forced evictions as well as

natural disasters. The third focuses on enhancing safety through planning,

governance, and management. So far this program has done work in 77 cities across

24 countries.

More than that, UN-Habitat has partnered with UNODC to address crime in

Latin American and African cities, where urban crime rates are the highest in the

world. This joint initiative supports local governments in performing safety audits to

help figure out what to address in terms of urban design that will lower crime rates.

This initiative has been able to use safety audit reports to help design policies to

attack crime, display the results of the safety audits online, develop new policies and

initiatives to tackle urban crime, and more.

The United Nations Economic and Social Council passed the United Nations

Guidelines for Cooperation and Technical Assistance in the field of Urban Crime

Prevention in 1995, which addresses authorities at all levels to consider all actors in
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urban crime and implement adequate training for professionals that prevent these

crimes. Later In 2002, the United Nations Economic and Social Council passed the

United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Crime. This document highlights 8

basic principles for tackling crime, government leadership, socio-economic

development and inclusion, cooperation/partnerships, sustainability/accountability, a

strong knowledge base, rule of law, interdependency, and differentiation.

Following the 2002 UN Guidelines for Crime Prevention, the International

Center for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC) compiled a compendium on Urban Crime

Prevention and Youth at Risk for the 11th United Nations Congress on Crime

Prevention and Criminal Justice in 2005. The compendium is divided into three

sections. The first focuses on strategies concerned with urban crime. The second

focuses on strategies concerning youth at risk. And the last section includes links to

resources concerning both the topics listed before. All sections highlight what has

been done in these sectors, such as the UN-Habitat Safer Cities Programme’s many

initiatives, and past examples of what can be done to tackle urban crime, hoping to

inspire governments to follow the same path.

BLOC POSITIONS

Countries with High Urban Crime Rates: Brazil, the Democratic Republic of the

Congo, El Salvador, Haiti, Mexico, South Africa, Tanzania, United States:

These countries have cities with high rates of crime. Many of these countries have the

most dangerous cities in the world. Violent crime is rampant in many of these cities,

along with property crimes and petty theft. The cause for these high rates can be

traced back to political turmoil, civil unrest, or corruption. Many of the urban areas in

these nations are in dire need of redesign to ensure crime rates drop and

populations are integrated.
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Countries with Moderate Urban Crime Rates: China, Egypt, Ghana, India, Israel,

Russia:

The nations in this bloc have lower crime rates compared to bloc 1, but still have

noticeable rates of crime. These crime rates are usually attributed to property or petty

crimes, but in some of these countries, human trafficking is present.

Countries with Low Urban Crime Rates: Germany, Japan, Norway, Poland,

Serbia:

Urban crime in these nations is low and tends to be petty crimes. Their cities are

planned well and the urban policies are well designed, making their cities safe and

cohesive. Often these nations help developing nations through funding and support

of programs that work to reduce crime. As the world moves into the modern era,

these nations provide an example of how countries should be designing their cities

to be safe.

CASE STUDIES

CASE STUDY 1: Honduras

Honduras was known as one of the most dangerous countries in the world.

Falling on smuggling routes to the U.S from South America, violent gangs run

rampant in Honduran cities. Crime in this nation is not spread out but instead

centralized in a few urban cities overrun by criminal organizations. This cycle of crime

is dependent on many factors, such as broken communities, corruption, and illegal

trade in the area. That is why Honduras has been attempting to mitigate crime by

upgrading urban areas.

The World Bank organization carried out a study in Honduras to measure and

find solutions to urban crime in the nation. The research showed that communities

with lower crime rates had cohesive neighborhoods, and the civilians of the city

worked together through systems they put into place to keep crime out of their

streets. Following these findings, the World Bank funded a project done by the
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Honduran Social Investment Fund called Barrio Ciudad. The project’s goals are to

integrate better infrastructure in cities that are steeped in poverty and crime, thus

creating a more cohesive neighborhood. The project works in some of the most

dangerous provinces in Honduras and has seen success from their work. They have

seen that building facilities indoors have provided a sense of security in the

community. Other than building infrastructure, the project provided social training

on environmental management and crime prevention to community leaders. Initial

results showed that 85% of residents felt safer in their neighborhoods.

Another organization working to increase security in Honduras is the

Association for a More Just Society (ASJ). Their work included changing the design of

the police system in the country, purging corrupt police officers, and hiring new ones

that have gone through the new 12-month police training program. Along with this

and ASJ’s other work, the organization saw an 85% drop in homicide rates in certain

neighborhoods. Through these changes in urban and policy design, Honduran cities

are slowly starting to reform from their violent pasts. Overall Honduras has been able

to drop its homicide rates by more than half in the past decade, proving that through

aid and funding, countries can improve the state of their cities by creating safer and

more cohesive neighborhoods.

CASE STUDY 2: Canada

Crime rates in much of Canada have been ebbing steadily, with yearly drops

being observed in burglary and property crimes. There has been, however, a recent

uptick in violent crimes, with each year setting records in terms of sheer volume.

Crime prevention strategies in Canada revolve around awareness, community

involvement, environmental design, and enforcement. The most successful

Canadian policies are focused on community wellbeing and support to curb crime

before it happens. This mentality reflects the approach of other programs. The goals

of current initiatives are to involve the community and prevent crime proactively. By

instituting a strong support system and educating communities, officials can reduce

the risk of criminal activity, especially those motivated by a sense of bitterness or

desperation. These programs also require little external resources, leading to low

costs across the board and easy implementation without many drawbacks.

11



One such program is the Clearwater River Dene Nation in Saskatchewan. This

mission focuses on youth through educational outreach in school and the

community. By targeting over 450 youth with various risk factors and exposure to

crime, the police can provide aid and knowledge on proper practices and social skills

that will support the youth as they grow. The program aims to reduce interpersonal

violence and substance abuse while also being culturally relative to Dene's beliefs.

There have been hiccups in the past, however. Often, such programs will be

unable to meet their goals, even if they are incredibly effective. This is usually an

issue in the execution of the program, whether it be adequate outreach or

comprehensive training. Through proper fidelity, coaching, staffing, planning, and

networking, a crime prevention program can be effective and successful. We can see

the successes when there is a proper investment. When the Canadian government

commits to a cause, such as gun control, they plan thoroughly for it, invest heavily,

and see greater success. Just recently, Canada invested tens of millions in gun

violence prevention, with positive results. All in all, the most successful projects are

the most well-defined, thoughtful ones with the most planning and backing.

Case Study 3: India

Indian cities are a great microcosm of crime prevention in the world. The

diversity in culture, size, and methods means that there are cities that have

implemented multiple different strategies and seen different effects from each one.

Though the number of crimes has risen slightly throughout India, the crime rate has

dropped on a per person basis due to the rapidly rising population. As with other

nations, a significant portion of these crimes is committed in urban centers (about

35%). The vast diversity of socioeconomic status coupled with rapid development

means that often at-risk groups can be left behind, underrepresented, or mistreated.

One of the most vulnerable groups in India, however, is women. Crime rates

against women are especially high in India, making it a key point in any prevention

program. Other important crimes include property crimes, violent crimes, and

rampant corruption.
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A study was run in 2018 in the state of Kerala to investigate the effects of Crime

Prevention through Environmental Design(CPTED), the aforementioned

design-based methodology in crime prevention. Specific sections of cities in Kerala

were chosen to improve using the core principles of natural surveillance, natural

access control, territorial reinforcement, and maintenance. Streets were repaved,

regular maintenance was completed, CCTV was upgraded, buildings' facades were

restored, lighting was improved, and other built-environment-focused changes were

made to curb crime in major city centers. The effects were drastic: robberies were cut

in half, theft and burglary plummeted by 23% and 19% respectively, and overall, crime

dropped by 25%. The changes meant that the streets would stay busy throughout

the day, with visitors to landmarks during the day and bustling markets at night. The

residents had a sense of pride in their city and local police felt that the city was safer

due to the changes. All in all, the reception and effects of CPTED in many Indian

cities have been positive and contributed significantly to improvements in crime

prevention and overall perception of safety in the affected cities.

GUIDING QUESTIONS

1. How does urban crime relate to the physical and social structure of cities?

2. What are common examples of urban crime that occur in your country?

3. How is continuous urban sprawling impacting crime rates in your country?

4. How can municipal governments obtain the necessary resources to create

successful urban design plans?

5. What welfare programs have been implemented to mitigate urban crime in

your country?

FURTHER RESEARCH

https://www.unodc.org/pdf/criminal_justice/UN_standards_and_norms_in_crime_pre

vention_at_your_fingertips.pdf

A comprehensive guide of general UN standards and guidelines for crime prevention

across the world.
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https://www.idrc.ca/en/research-in-action/solutions-make-cities-safe-and-inclusive

A directory of research and articles from the International Development Research

Center on the safety and inclusivity of urban environments. Also contains links to

other sources for further inquiry.

https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/csj-sjc/crime/rr01_1/toc-tdm.html

An overview of Canadian perceptions of the criminal justice system and crime as a

whole.

TOPIC B

Protecting Infrastructure Against Economic Disasters

TOPIC INTRODUCTION

Worldwide urbanization directly leads to the expansion of infrastructures. Citi

has stated that continued urbanization in advanced economies will be the biggest

driver of infrastructure spending over the next few decades. As a result, urbanization

has made the connection between infrastructure and the economy more crucial.

Infrastructure must be economically resilient, and the economy has to maintain

stability to protect infrastructure. According to the World Bank, more than 80

percent of worldwide Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is generated in cities. A

productive economy paired with dependable infrastructure can contribute to

sustainable urban development, which is one of the core goals of UN-Habitat.

When both infrastructure and the economy are in optimal conditions,

infrastructure can uplift economic conditions and the economy is able to

continuously invest in stronger infrastructure. However, when infrastructure or the

economy is suffering poorer conditions, it can result in the other also being weaker

and less efficient. For example, weak and inactive infrastructure can stagnate the

economy, or a declining economy can result in less funding for infrastructure. Urban

areas are dependent on strong, resilient, and sustainable infrastructures and
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economies to thrive, making the relationship between infrastructure and economies

important in developed and developing countries alike.

An important relationship between the economy and infrastructure is the job

market. A booming job market stimulates urban development, as it elicits both a

positive impact on the economy as well as supports modern infrastructure. In less

developed countries, where the job market is primarily concentrated in the informal

economy, those jobs need to be integrated into society through greater federal

support. However, policies of local and federal governments prevent the informal

economy to be integrated, which results in many developing countries having

stagnated economies, and more people with those jobs resorting to illegal measures

to sell items. In more developed countries, where the economy is controlled by large

corporations, the economy suffers from inflation, instability, and even corruption.

These factors make the economy more prone to suffering from external

environmental or social factors, preventing the economy from thriving in the long

term.

Member states of UN-Habitat must prioritize the health of their economy and

infrastructure. Certain countries may be less responsive to stronger interventions in

their economy, meaning that some states are more likely to accept less support from

others. Given the severity of the economy and infrastructure of every state, countries

need to strategize and create solutions that put both their economies and

infrastructures in ideal conditions.

HISTORY

Cities have long been dependent on adequate infrastructure. In most cities,

basic infrastructure is run by the city but requires significant support for budget

allocation from federal grants and private investment. Other components of the city’s

infrastructure are financed privately but still serve important roles in the urban

environment.

Finances aren’t the only challenge to city infrastructure. The urban population

has grown even faster than that of the world, rising by over 400% in the last 75 years.

This rapid urbanization is challenging on multiple levels. Firstly, there has to be space
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to build new homes, roads, and hospitals. Such infrastructure requires regular

maintenance and upkeep to function, which can often fall on the city’s shoulders.

Newer cities struggle with rapid demand and planning for the future as the influx of

people increases.

Infrastructure is the backbone of all cities. It connects one end to another,

provides for citizens’ health, and ensures productivity and growth for the future. It is

also strongly tied to the economy. Historically, cities with strong economic support

have quality infrastructure due to the availability of funding and resources, while

poorer cities and regions have trouble building and maintaining infrastructure. This

can often spiral out of control, as poor infrastructure means lower output and

efficiency, making it even harder for a city to improve on the little it has. As a result,

the protection of infrastructure and its economic considerations always weighs

heavily on every urban planner’s mind.

As stated before, funding is often a hurdle for infrastructure improvement and

upkeep. This issue is only compounded during times of economic crisis. When times

are hard, infrastructure is often one of the first victims. It becomes hard to justify

regular maintenance and future-focused developments when the present situation

is not ideal. During recessions and depressions in the economy, these issues are

thrown into the limelight. The Great Depression led to an increase in slums and

ramshackle housing. A similar, but less drastic, the effect was seen after the recession

in 2008. Not only was physical infrastructure impacted, but also such intangibles as

economic infrastructure. It became difficult to see past short-term recovery plans,

leading to a lack of sustainable improvements that mired cities in the crisis.

Sadly, the lack of infrastructure has always affected the lower socioeconomic

strata more than those in the middle and upper classes. These are the people who

ride buses and subways, need clean water, and can’t afford larger housing. It is of

paramount importance to have these people at the forefront of consideration as they

are the ones who are most affected. The most successful programs, such as

Shack/Slum Dwellers International, have focused on inclusivity in urban planning.

These organizations promote the welfare of those who have previously been left out

of urban planning. For many cities, the aftermath of economic disasters means
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putting the present and the future against each other as they debate: recovery or

growth?

It would be imprudent to assume that infrastructure and its connection to the

economy go only one way. Just as the fluctuations in the economy affect the quality

of infrastructure, the quality of infrastructure can influence the economy. This was

seen directly in the aftermath of the Great Depression when US President Franklin

Roosevelt enacted New Deal policies focused on the development of infrastructure.

Not only were these projects infrastructure-focused, but also future-focused and not

just recovery based. This forward-thinking helped pull the United States out of the

worst financial crisis in its history.

Infrastructure development is not limited to affluent nations, either. Though it

is impossible to just increase revenues or cut inflation, low-income nations still have

different ways to support and finance infrastructure. In countries like Mali and Nepal,

performance-based grants enable cities to spend on infrastructure. Developed cities

like Berlin and Istanbul use more complex schemes to ensure long-term financial

stability while accessing funds for the present. All in all, though it can be difficult in

the early stages to find money for infrastructure development, forward-thinking

nations see long-term benefits from their investments in infrastructure.

CURRENT SITUATION

The UN’s ninth Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) is to build resilient

infrastructure and promote sustainable industrialization. Goal 9 targets encompass

building regional and transborder infrastructure to foster economic growth,

upgrading existing infrastructures to be sustainable, and facilitating infrastructure in

developing countries, especially assisting with technology in African countries, and

developing land-locked nations.

These goals are all part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The

agenda highlights the three main pillars of sustainable development, economic,

social, and environmental. A big part of creating economically sustainable

infrastructure is increasing productive capacities, and the 2030 agenda states that

creating adaptive and resilient infrastructure, as well as sustainable transportation
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systems and affordable access to energy sources can help increase production

capacities.

During the pandemic though, the goals outlined in the 2030 Agenda were

heavily impacted, especially in developing countries, and the World Bank suggests

even though there are problems to address, countries, particularly developing

countries, should invest 4.5% of their GDP if they want to meet the goals outlined in

the agenda. Though studies from the United Nations show there is a trillion-dollar

infrastructure financing gap, and nailing infrastructure can be difficult; taking it step

by step will make it worth it.

The World Bank suggests that the planning for infrastructure is done very

carefully and a lot of thought is being put into it so that the investments made in

these sectors are worth it. The group refers to the G20 Principles for Quality

Infrastructure Investment. In this document it highlights multiple principles to follow

when investing in infrastructure, and they cover the ideas of taking advantage of the

positive effects of new infrastructures, such as new jobs, and more advanced

technology that can further the infrastructure, having thought out strategies to

implement if parts of the infrastructure are not working according to the plan, and

considering the environment when investing in infrastructure.

The pandemic also brought to light the importance of bridging the digital

divide, and supporting the 3.6 billion people who are offline. This is why new

sustainable development financing reports are providing policy options to bridge the

divide and make sure everyone has an even playing field when coming into the

workforce. Along with this bridging, the divide has many advantages, such as

economical inclusivity and growing the economic workforce, which can in turn,

better urban areas and allow for economic growth.

PAST ACTION

The United Nations Environmental Programme(UNEP) defines sustainable

infrastructure as infrastructure that is planned, created, operated, and

decommissioned in a way where economic and financial, social, and environmental

resiliency is kept through the infrastructure’s lifetime. In 2018, UNEP launched the

platform Sustainable Infrastructure Partnership (SIP) to promote sustainable
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infrastructure development. SIP focuses on three main goals, to raise awareness

about the topic, share guidance and tools for infrastructure planning and

investment, and strengthen the capacity of developing countries to go forward with

sustainable infrastructure.

The SIP follow through on many past resolutions and initiatives by the UN on

these grounds, including resolution 66/288, passed by the General Assembly on July

27th of 2012, which was a result of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable

Development earlier that year. This resolution highlights the importance of quality

economic and social infrastructure to support sustainable development and create

new jobs. The resolution also highlights the necessity of inclusive and equitable

economic growth for sustainable development. The resolutions also reaffirm the

UN’s commitment to upholding international cooperation, in particular, to aid

developing nations, to achieve economic stability and growth which will make it

possible for sustainable infrastructure to be built in these nations.

The New Urban Agenda (NUA) is another important document aiding in

creating economically sustainable infrastructure. The Agenda states that economic

exclusion, common in urban areas, is harmful to sustainable development in these

economic hotspots. The NUA calls on nations to try to balance urbanization with

transforming existing structures, making their infrastructures more resource

infrastructure, and harnessing local economies as well as supporting the informal

economy into the formal economy. This economic integration ensures that the

infrastructures in these areas are economically sustainable.

The NUA continues to state that to ensure urban sustainability in

infrastructure, promoting employment and fostering innovation and

competitiveness will help create economic equity. To ensure this, secure land tenure

and managing urban shrinking help more civilians to be able to be part of the formal

economic force. Another problem that the NUA tackles are integrating refugees and

internally displaced persons (IDPs) into the economic workforce. The agenda

suggests strengthening urban-rural linkages, integrating well-managed migration
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policies into local and global levels, and promoting human rights for refugees and

IDPs.

BLOC POSITIONS

Countries with Sustainable Infrastructure: Brazil, China, Japan, Germany,

Norway United States:

These countries have built infrastructure that can successfully sustain environmental

damage or drops in the economy. Public transportation and facilities in these cities

support many people and contribute to the growing urban centers.

Countries that can implement sustainable infrastructure: Egypt,  Ghana, India,

Israel, Mexico, Poland, Russia, Serbia:

These nations currently have an extensive infrastructure in place but are not the

most sustainable. With more work, the infrastructure in these urban areas can

provide for high populations and add to the economy of the region.

Countries with vulnerable infrastructure: Democratic Republic of the Congo, El

Salvador, Haiti, Iran, South Africa:

These countries have very vulnerable infrastructure, harming many lives in urban

areas. With economies that cannot handle the populations, infrastructure often gets

forgotten and rundown. Making infrastructure that is sustainable in all ways will

allow these urban areas to experience economic growth improving living conditions

and benefiting the country.

CASE STUDIES

CASE STUDY 1: Haiti

Haiti is one of the poorest countries in the world and the poorest country in

the western hemisphere. More than half of Haiti’s population lives in poverty. The

whole country is extremely prone to earthquakes and other natural disasters which

increases the need for sustainable infrastructure. Each time a natural disaster strikes

20



this nation many buildings get ruined. This causes Haiti to seek funding from outside

sources, putting the country into more debt and poverty. Building sustainable

infrastructure will prevent the country from using all its money on rebuilding from

natural disasters and allow it to allocate its money elsewhere.

In 2010 a 7.0 scale earthquake hit the capital and most populated city of Haiti,

Port-au-Prince, killing around a quarter-of-a-million people and displacing over 1

million. The government’s response was to move all the displaced people to a

50-square kilometer area called Canaan. The massive loss of infrastructure in

Port-au-Prince and economic instability caused people to start building informal

structures in Canaan, making the area more vulnerable to natural disasters.

Un-Habitat intervened in 2015 to ensure that the city can build proper infrastructure

that is not vulnerable and able to withstand disasters. Unfortunately, the program did

not cooperate with the local government due to its inability to operate effectively.

However, UN-Habitat partnered with other organizations such as the Red Cross to

bring proper and sustainable infrastructure to Canaan. They solved the lack of public

facilities in the area, increased access to sanitation, and set a trajectory to long-term

sustainability.

Additionally, the United Nations Office for Project Services(UNOPS) supports

Haiti in building sustainable infrastructure. In Port-au-Prince, UNOPS built a school

that can withstand natural disasters and benefitted around 40,000 people. Built-in

one of the poorest neighborhoods in the city, this school provides jobs to many and

gives easy access to education for many. Continuing work like this in Haiti is

necessary for the country to come out of its cycle of economic and political turmoil.

Aiding communities by building infrastructure that is economically and

environmentally sustainable paves a path for success in the future for struggling

Haiti.
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CASE STUDY 2: Libya

Libya is a commodity-dependent economy; 60% of its economy is driven by

the exports of petroleum. As a result, when Libya has greater exports of petroleum,

its economy thrives. On the contrary, when there are poor weather conditions or

production issues, petroleum exports decrease and their economy suffers. Though

Libya experienced an economic decline in 2020 due to Covid-19 and political

instability, inflation since 2021 has allowed Libya’s petroleum-driven economy to

thrive again. To ensure the stability of Libya’s economy, two specific issues must be

mitigated: climate change and water scarcity.

Libya is 95% desert, and only 2% of the land receives enough rainfall for

agriculture. These extreme climate conditions result in agricultural productivity

fluctuating, which results in the growth of petroleum being unstable. Libya has also

experienced dramatic climate events such as droughts, sandstorms, and floods. In

2021, the Wadi Kaam Dam completely dried up due to harsh temperatures. In

addition, flash flooding resulted in severe property damage. Libya must use its

financial resources to invest in infrastructure that can withstand severe natural

disasters.

In 2022, Libya completed its latest infrastructural project: the Misurata Free

Zone. The objective of the free zone is to link Libya and other African countries to the

Misurata waterfront. Libya has also worked with UN-Habitat to launch the Rapid City

Profiling and Monitoring System Programme. This program was funded by the

European Union and was released in partnership with UNFPA. The program reviews

the functionality of urban infrastructure and services (water, sanitation, health), and

also outlines specific neighborhoods in need of infrastructural support. Such projects

are crucial to the development of stable infrastructure in Libya, which helps it

maintain a stable export economy and creates sustainable communities.

Case Study 3: Singapore
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Singapore is home to the world’s most open, business-friendly economy.

Singapore is also ranked first in the 2021 Infrastructure Index. Despite occupying

small territory and having few natural resources, Singapore has productive

manufacturing and financing industry. One of the reasons behind Singapore’s

economic success is its consistently high employment rate. Singapore’s local

workforce has helped to meet its infrastructure demand by providing knowledge,

research, and digital innovation. Singapore has supplemented foreign workers with

Singaporean workers to compensate for their aging population. This technique has

helped Singapore add workers to sectors that are in need, and this has contributed

to a more stable economy.

Demographically, Singapore suffers from the issue of overcrowding. To prevent

overcrowding from its economic and social consequences, UN-Habitat has worked

with Singapore to develop public housing. In public housing, multiple families live

together in large apartment complexes which creates a self-sufficient environment

that allows residents to live, work, and learn. This method of infrastructure has

innovatively transformed housing in Singapore from a troubling issue to a catalyst for

social welfare. Singapore even shared its expertise in infrastructure with other

countries in its region by launching Asia’s Infrastructure Exchange in 2017. The

project helps nearby countries meet their infrastructure demand and strengthen

their professional services to achieve a thriving economy.

In recent years, Singapore has increasingly relied on digital infrastructure as a

central part of its economy. Though digital infrastructure has been instrumental in

connecting countries together, it has also posed several dangers, such as

cybersecurity threats. Because these issues emerged recently, there are few

preventative policies against them. Singapore, as well as other developed countries,

must discover how to continue utilizing digital infrastructure for its benefits while

mitigating its inherent issues.
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GUIDING QUESTIONS

1. What factors are imperative for the sustainability of a country’s economy?

2. How can countries uplift their job market after the impacts of the Covid-19

pandemic?

3. Who shares responsibility for a country’s economic stability?

4. What are resources countries can use to improve their infrastructure?

5. What is the best way for your country to react to future economic disasters?

FURTHER RESEARCH

https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/2016-rl-crtclnfrstrctr-ntnlprsprty/inde

x-en.aspx

A publication by the US, UK, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand on the role of

critical infrastructure in ensuring national prosperity. The publication outlines its

research and findings in a normal article format.

https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/why-infrastructure-matters-rotten-roads-bum-e

conomy/

A guide to the connection between infrastructure and economy.
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